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Moab RMP and Monticello RMP 

 
Planning Criteria 
 
Planning criteria are developed from appropriate laws and regulations, BLM Manual sections, 
policy directives, as well as current concerns expressed from the public and other agencies.  
Planning criteria are the standards, rules, and factors used to resolve issues and develop 
alternatives.  Planning criteria are prepared to ensure decision making is tailored to the issues and 
to ensure BLM avoids unnecessary data collection and analysis.   
 
The purpose of this Planning Bulletin is to provide the public the opportunity to review and 
comment on the preliminary planning criteria before they are approved.  Preliminary planning 
criteria that have been identified to guide resolution of the issues to be considered in the Moab and 
Monticello Resource Management Plans (RMPs) are as follows: 
  

• The plans will recognize the existence of valid existing rights. 
• All decisions made in the RMPs will only apply to public lands and, where appropriate, 

split estate lands (Federal mineral ownership) managed by the BLM. 
• As described by law and policy, the BLM will strive to ensure that its management 

prescriptions are consistent as possible to other planning jurisdictions within the planning 
area boundaries.   

• The socioeconomic impacts of the alternatives will be addressed.   
• The BLM will use the principles of multiple use and sustained yield to develop a range of 

alternatives that are responsive to the identified issues anticipated for the life of the plan. 
• Direction provided by the 2001 Federal Wildland Fire Policy will be incorporated into the 

planning process.  Planning will be consistent with the National Fire Plan. 
• Management of existing Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs) will be guided by the Interim 

Management Policy and Guidelines for Land Under Wilderness Review (IMP).  The RMP 
must also address how these lands would be managed to preserve their wilderness values, 
according to applicable laws and policy. 

• The Standards for Public Land Health (adopted in 1987) will apply to all activities and 
uses.  The Standards, and the guidelines for grazing and recreation management 
implemented to achieve the Standards, would be applicable to all alternatives.   

• Baseline Reasonable Foreseeable Development (RFD) scenarios will be developed and 
portrayed based on historical, existing, and projected levels of development. 

• Based on consultation with Native Americans, the BLM will consider sites, areas, issues, 
and objects important to their cultural and religious heritage.  



• Areas potentially suitable for ACECs and other special management designations will be 
identified and brought forward for analysis in the RMP. 

• River segments will be considered and determinations of eligibility, suitability, tentative 
classification, and protective management will be made in accordance with Section 5 (d) of 
the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act and BLM Manual 8351. 

• The BLM will adhere to all applicable laws (including state and local laws where 
appropriate), regulations, BLM Manual sections, and current policy directives pertaining to 
management of public lands.  For example, all management actions will comply with the 
Endangered Species Act and all laws concerning cultural resources. 

 
Comments on the preliminary planning criteria should be submitted before June 15, 2004 to: 
 

For the Moab RMP    For the Monticello RMP 
 Brent Northrup, Moab RMP Project Mngr   Gary Torres, Monticello RMP Project Mngr 
 BLM Moab Field Office    BLM Monticello Field Office 

82 East Dogwood     435 North Main Street 
 Moab, Utah  84532    Monticello, Utah  84535  

www.moabrmp.com    www.monticellormp.com 

http://www.monticellormp.com/
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Your Return Address 

SWCA , Salt Lake City Office 
230 South 500 East, Suite 380 
Salt Lake City, UT  84102-2015 

 

SWCA , Salt Lake City Office 
230 South 500 East, Suite 380 
Salt Lake City, UT  84102-2015 


